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Why is the IPC the most resilient plumbing code around?
Extreme weather and other hazardous events can have devastating and costly 
impacts on the built environment. Ensuring that homes and buildings are resilient 
requires a comprehensive set of modern construction codes. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) recognizes the International Code Council’s Family of 
Codes (or I-Codes) within its Consensus-Based Codes, Specifications and Standards 
for Public Assistance (CBCSS) document for the construction of homes and buildings 
that are hazard-resilient, which includes the International Plumbing Code® (IPC).1  
Given its benefits, the IPC is the most widely used plumbing code across the 
country—it’s currently adopted in 37 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
and Guam.  Approximately 75% of the U.S. population live in areas that have adopted 
the IPC. Beyond FEMA, the General Services Administration, Department of Defense, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Architect of the Capitol, Indian Health Service, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and Smithsonian Institution utilize it. Common 
hazards that the IPC addresses are detailed below. 
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•	 Enables the use of innovative leak detection devices.

•	 Piping must be protected from corrosion and physical damage.
1 FEMA, Consensus-Based Codes, Specifications and Standards for Public Assistance (FEMA Recovery Interim Policy FP-104-009-11 Version 2.1).	
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